
Watchlists
OIC Practice Pit: Virtual Options Trading Simulator

The Watchlist tab is your personal list of symbols to monitor, with key market data for each in one
table. You can keep an eye on opportunities without placing a trade, then jump into action when
one looks right.

Why maintain a watchlist

Investors use watchlists to:

Track the stocks and ETFs they’re interested
in without committing capital.

Spot opportunities, such as a pullback, a spike
in volatility, or unusual option activity.

Compare symbols side by side on volatility,
liquidity and recent performance.

Stay ahead of events like upcoming earnings
dates.

Move quickly from an idea to a trade once
conditions line up.

What you’re looking at

Each symbol shows data in a sortable table. Click any column header to sort.

1 Price and performance: Previous close,
latest price, and 1 week, 1 month and 1 year
returns.

2 Volatility: IV 30, which shows the symbol’s
30-day implied volatility.
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3 Volume and liquidity: Option volume, stock
volume, their 20-day figures, open interest,
and the bid-ask spread. Hover over a symbol
to see its name.

4 Events: The next earnings date.

Managing your list

5 Add symbols: Click Add Symbols to search
for one or more symbols and add them to the
list you’re viewing.

6 Remove symbols: Check the box next to one
or more symbols, then click the trash icon to
remove them.

Managing multiple watchlists

You can keep more than one watchlist and switch between them at any time.

7 Switch lists: Click the watchlist name in the
top left to open a menu of your watchlists. A
checkmark shows the one you’re viewing, and
your default list is labeled Default.

8 Create a new list: Choose New Watchlist
from the menu. Give it a name, add an optional
description, and optionally pick symbols to
start it with. Check Make this my default
watchlist if you want it to open first, then click
Create.
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9 Edit name and description: Click the pencil
icon to rename the watchlist or update its
description. The description appears at the top
of the page.

10 Delete a list: Choose Delete This Watchlist
from the menu to remove the entire list you’re
viewing.

Researching a symbol

Click any symbol to open a menu of next steps:

11 Option Chain: See available contracts and
pricing.

12 Earnings: Review upcoming and past
earnings.

13 Charts: Analyze price history.

Placing a trade

Click the green Trade icon at the end of any row to open a New Position window directly from the
watchlist, with that symbol already selected, so you can choose a strategy and build the trade.
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Things to keep in mind

Sort by the metric you care most about before a trading session so those symbols float to the
top.

A watchlist built around one strategy (e.g. high IV rank) is easier to scan than one mixing
unrelated criteria. Consider keeping separate lists.

For more options education, visit OptionsEducation.org

Market data on the Platform is supplied by third-party data providers and is delayed by at least 20 minutes. OCC makes no representation as to the
timeliness, accuracy or validity of the information.

No statement is to be construed as a recommendation to purchase or sell a security, or to provide investment advice. Options involve risk and are not suitable
for all investors. Prior to buying or selling an option, a person must receive a copy of Characteristics and Risks of Standardized Options. Copies of this
document may be obtained from your broker, from any exchange on which options are traded or by contacting The Options Clearing Corporation, 125 S.
Franklin Street, Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 60606.

This Platform is being provided for educational purposes only. Completing or viewing any content does not guarantee that an individual has obtained a
minimum level of knowledge or skill, is not an indication of investor suitability to trade options, and should not be used to determine an individual’s trading or
investing competency or sophistication. Any strategies discussed, including examples using actual securities and price data, are strictly for illustrative and
educational purposes. Past performance is not a guarantee of future results.

For more information or help, please contact us at options@theocc.com

©2026 The Options Clearing Corporation. All rights reserved.
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